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HOME LEARNING POLICY 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

At Bloxham C of E Primary School we recognise the vital role parents play in the education 

of their children. All evidence shows that children progress more effectively with a strong 

home-school partnership. We strongly believe in the value of home-school partnership, of 

which our home learning policy is an important element. 

 

2. HOME LEARNING - A DEFINITION 

Home learning is defined as any learning or activities which pupils are asked to do outside 

lesson time, either on their own or with parents/carers. At Bloxham C of E Primary School 

we see learning at home as a valuable extension of the school day. 

 

3. AIMS OF THIS POLICY 

 To ensure a consistent approach to home learning throughout the school.  

 To ensure that teachers, parents/carers and children have a clear understanding 

regarding expectations for home learning.  

 To ensure that teachers, parents/carers and children are fully aware of the role they 

play with regard to home learning.  

 

4. THE PURPOSE OF HOME LEARNING 

The school regards the purpose of home learning as being able to: 

 develop an effective partnership between the school and parents/carers  

 consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in Literacy and 

Mathematics. 

 encourage pupils and their parents/carers to share and enjoy learning experiences 

 extend school learning, for example through additional reading; 

 encourage pupils as they get older to develop the confidence and self-discipline needed 

to study on their own, and to prepare them for the requirements of secondary school.  

 

At Bloxham C of E Primary School teaching staff recognise that pupils who have spent a busy 

structured day at school need time to relax and unwind at the end of the afternoon. We are 
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also mindful of the need to encourage children to pursue out of-school activities, e.g. 

swimming, ballet, Beavers, Brownies, music lessons etc. 

 

Home learning should be used to effectively reinforce and/or extend what is learned in 

school. We hope that children will feel a sense of personal satisfaction in a task completed 

well and that their efforts will be recognised and praised both at home and at school.  

 

 

5. CURRENT PRACTICE 

The school believes that a regular pattern is important and will endeavour to establish a 

familiar routine. At the beginning of the academic year, each year group will be informed of 

what is expected of them with regard to home learning and an information sheet will be 

issued to parents. 

 

Parents will also be issued with a curriculum overview sheet each term to inform them about 

the main contexts for learning and suggestions for follow up tasks and family activities that 

link in with the learning. 

 

There will be no home learning set in the holidays but Year 6 children may have extra tasks 

linked to their Statutory Assessment Tests. However we would encourage parent/carers to 

continue with reading. The importance of reading at home cannot be over-emphasised and we 

hope that children will read for pleasure in their own time. 

 

Home learning is set using the Seesaw Learning Platform 

 

6. THE NATURE OF HOME LEARNING 

The nature of home learning will change as children get older. 

 

Foundation Stage 

Parents/carers are encouraged to share reading books with their children at home. 

Reception parents/carers are encouraged to spend 10 minutes each evening with their child 

reading books and practising phonics.  

 

Years 1 and 2  

Parents/carers are asked to hear children read for 10 minutes each evening or for longer if 

children wish to do so. When children begin to learn spellings, tables and number bonds we 

may ask parents to help them to practise these at home. Teachers may also ask children to 

find something out or gather information linked to the class topic, as appropriate.  
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Years 3 and 4  

Means of recording – via Seesaw 

Parents/carers are asked to encourage children to read for 10 to 20 minutes each evening, 

to help children with spellings, tables and number bonds. Teachers may also ask children to 

find something out or gather information linked to the class topic, as appropriate. 

 

Years 5 and 6  

Means of recording – via Seesaw 

Parents/carers are asked to encourage children to read for up to 20 to 30 minutes each 

evening and to help children with spellings, tables and number bonds. Teachers may also ask 

children to find something out or gather information linked to the class topic, as 

appropriate.  In Year 6 children may have extra tasks to do linked with their Statutory 

Assessment Tests. 

 

 

Other home learning activities may include: 

Puzzles/games 

Learning songs or scripts for plays 

Physical activities 

Dressing up challenges 

 

7. THE ROLE OF THE GOVERNORS, SCHOOL, TEACHERS, PARENTS/CARERS IN 

SUPPORTING PUPILS  

 

Role of the Governors 

 monitor the effectiveness of the home learning policy each year 

 discuss how far the policy is being successfully implemented 

 

Role of the School 

 meet and talk with parents/carers when appropriate 

 inform new parents/carers to the school so that they are aware of the policy 

 offering workshops to parents/carers on how they can support their child 

 

Role of the Class Teacher 

 plan home learning as an integral part of curriculum planning  

 provide an explanation of home learning tasks to parents/carers   

 set up regular home learning in an easily followed routine 

 match home learning, as far as possible, to the ability of the children 
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  provide feedback which encourages pupils to regularly complete tasks 

 acknowledge and praise children for regularly completing their home learning tasks  

 mark home learning when necessary, adhering to our marking policy, and give feedback to 

pupils 

 marking of the task within an acceptable timeframe 

 ensure any home learning is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum being taught  

 

Role of Parents/Carers 

We would like parents/carers to:  

 try and hear their child read every day, read to them or encourage them to read 

independently 

 try and get involved and above all talk to them about their learning and listen to what 

they tell you. 

 using the information sent home in the curriculum overview sheet to explore their 

learning  and try to take them to museums and libraries. 

 if you have access to the Internet use websites to help your child explore the subjects 

they are learning at school. There will be many useful links on our school website. 

 during school holidays, continue to hear them read and revise their times tables 

 make it clear that they value learning and they support the school 

 

Role of Child 

 

 It is our responsibility to complete the home learning 

 We should complete it in on time 

 Check we understand our home learning so that we can ask for help from our teacher if 

we need it 

 Try our hardest with our home learning 

 If we need help with our home learning, ask our helper to write a note on it for our 

teacher 

Your HELP, ENCOURAGEMENT and PRAISE is the key to success. We ask you to provide a 

reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which pupils can do their home learning. Please support 

children in completing tasks and return work in a tidy presentable state. 

 

8. CONCERNS 

If any child does not understand a task, parents should encourage them to contact via their 

teacher via the school office for further guidance. If you have any concerns about the levels 

of home learning or the content etc., please contact your child’s class teacher. Do not let 

your child get upset about home learning; if there is a problem come in and speak to the 

teacher about it. 
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9. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 

All children have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless of their 

gender, race, disability or ability. We plan work that is differentiated for the performance 

of all groups and individuals. Bloxham C of E Primary School is committed to creating a 

positive climate that will enable everyone to work free from any intimidation and harassment 

and to achieve their full potential.  

 
Useful websites 

www.parentscentre.gov.uk  

www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/familyandcommunity/workingwithparents 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents  

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Parents/Schoolslearninganddevelopment/SchoolLife/DG_179508 
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