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Nurture Support at Bloxham Primary School 

 

General principles 

High quality nurture support is a distinguishing feature of our school. Our nurture support has been 

recognised as being outstanding by outside agencies, OFSTED and SIAMS inspections in 2006, 2011 

and more recently in 2017, SEN audits, parents and of course, children.  The purpose of the support 

is to enable children to access the curriculum, to remove barriers that allow them to learn 

independently, and to support their emotional wellbeing.  Nurture support is seen as an example of 

“early help” as identified in “Keeping Children Safe in Education,” September 2020 

 

All members of staff (whatever their roles) provide nurture support for children at our school. This 

support is a joint, collective responsibility. For the nurture support to be effective and outstanding it is 

crucial that all staff recognise this collective responsibility and that there is consistency and 

continuity in approach.  

 

Additional support 

Some children and families in school need additional nurture support. This additional support is a 

fundamental characteristic of our school and, unlike the more general nurture support outlined 

above, is not often seen in primary schools. Provision of this type of support has financial as well as 

other costs, for example accommodation. However, it also brings enormous benefits.  

 

Additional nurture support may be appropriate for children’s welfare in response to events or 

information received. These could be issues within the classroom or in response to information given 

by staff, parents and children. Information of this sort is handled by the Head Teacher or Inclusion 

and Nurture Team, recorded on My Concern and shared with the class teacher either face-to-face 

or by email.  

 

The need for additional nurture support has grown and during this time the model of provision has 

also evolved. In order to ensure the continuity and consistency that is fundamental to success we 

need to have procedures that are clear and transparent for all. If the school, parent or other family 
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member, or a carer raises a concern regarding the emotional wellbeing of a child that may require 

a programme of nurture intervention, the school will make the judgement as to whether intervention 

is required, ideally with the involvement of children, parents and carers. Once a decision has been 

reached, the school will inform all interested parties and continue with nurture intervention if 

deemed appropriate.  

 

Guidelines and procedures 

The guidelines below will enable us to make the most of scarce resources (skills and time of nurture 

assistants): 

 The support should be pro-active and part of a planned provision 

 Parents will be informed that children are benefitting from this type of support 

 The Nurture Assistant will assess the child’s needs using the QCA scaling sheet, Boxhall profile 

or similar tool and plan a piece of work (normally no longer than 1 term) which will be 

evaluated at the end of the sessions 

 When Nurture Assistants work or meet with parents the nurture assistant will ensure that 

teachers are aware and given feedback and recorded electronically 

 Significant events/ incidents must be shared with the Headteacher as well as recorded 

electronically 

We have guidelines for children regarding nurture support that is available for them during breaks 

and lunchtimes. The success of these is evident from the number of children referring themselves to 

the Robin Room (our dedicated nurture room) during these times as well as the lack of major issues 

that take place during these times as well as the high quality of children’s behaviour during lessons. 

These “Robin Room guidelines” are: 

 During lesson time, only children who have access to the Robin Room as part of a planned 

intervention, may self refer.  

 All children have the right to self refer for Nurture Support both during morning lunchtime 

play: this right cannot be withdrawn. 

 The Nurture Assistant has the responsibility to ensure that the number of children in the room 

is safe. A daily register is kept for each session.  

 If anyone is concerned about the number of children in the room at any one time, they 

should seek guidance from either the Head teacher or in his absence the Deputy Head. 

 

For children, the Robin Room will be described as  

 

“A safe place where you can go at playtime or lunchtime if you need to.” 
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These procedures are reviewed every 3 years.  

 

Matthew Ingall, John Jackson 

August 2017 

 


