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On-line Learning Policy 

 

Definitions: 

School closure: In exceptional circumstances the school may be closed by the Headteacher 

(in consultation with the Governing Body), the LA or the DfE. Closures anticipated to last longer 

than a week would certainly trigger this policy and also for shorter periods if determined 

appropriate by the Headteacher. 

Extended periods of pupil absence: Where individual pupils require time off school for medical, 

family or any other authorised reason this policy should be applied. The final decision as to 

whether the school offers online learning as a replacement to being in school will rest with the 

Headteacher and/or Deputy Headteacher in consultation with families, and on a case-by-case 

basis. However, this policy should apply for periods of absence anticipated to be longer than 

one week. It does not apply where children are removed from school for unauthorised purposes 

e.g. holidays.  

 

Aims: 

 To ensure that the school selects an appropriate platform that serves teacher and pupils 

needs so that learning can occur online during times of school closure and/or extended 

periods of pupil absence. 

 To enable pupils and parents to have contact with their class teacher during school 

closures and/or extended periods of pupil absence. 

 To set criteria for use of online platforms for remote learning. 

 

Safeguarding 

 Staff will consider the both the Annual Safeguarding Policy and any other associated 

safeguarding policies. 

 Relevant aspects of Keeping Children Safe in Education (2019) will also be considered. 

 

GDPR 

 

An essential criterion for selection of an online learning platform shall be rigorous compliance 

with European / UK GDPR requirements.  
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Communication 

 

After selection of an appropriate platform, the school will undertake to communicate clearly 

and effectively the instructions to both children and parents/carers for login and use of the 

platform. 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

Any platform selected must be effective for used in all classes from Foundation to Year 6 during 

any closure of the school, or extended period of pupil absence. Teachers are encouraged to 

be flexible in their use of on-line learning and adapt it appropriately to the needs of their class.  

 

The school will research and select a platform that offers the ability to set work, and receive 

completed work back. There should be the facility for teachers to communicate directly with 

the children in their class. Ideally, children should be able to communicate with their 

classmates.  

 

Individual children’s work and assessments must remain confidential between the child and 

their teacher. The platform must offer rigorous security measures to protect children whilst using 

the platform. 

 

Some means of facilitating parent communication with teachers via the platform is desirable. 

 

Setting and marking work  

 

The school will ensure that, on a weekly basis, teachers make available as a minimum the 

following activities: 

 

 three Maths activities (30 minutes each) 

 three English activities (30 minutes each) – one of which will be a reading comprehension 

 one activity  from any other non-core curriculum subject area– eg Science, History, 

Geography,  RE 

 

Teachers will post the work for the following week by Friday 3.15 pm.  

 

Children's completed work should be submitted each week, by Friday lunchtime. Teaching staff 

will provide feedback by the beginning of the following week. If work is submitted later than 

Friday lunchtime, staff may provide feedback later in the following week.  

 

Teachers should also be able to use the platform for the purpose of sharing website links, or 

allowing students to share what home learning they have taken on themselves – but this will be 

at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

The online platform will not allow live virtual lessons to take place and teachers are not 

encouraged or expected to communicate with children via video or audio links.  
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Assessing, Recording and Tracking 

 

It is important that the platform selected enables children’s learning to be assessed. They should 

be able to submit work to the platform, and receive feedback from teachers  

 

All posts that the children submit must be approved by the class teacher before being 

incorporated into the child’s digital files. If a teacher deems any content inappropriate, it 

should not be approved. Additionally, any inappropriate behaviour evident in a child’s online 

work will be dealt with as if the child were in class. 

 

 

Please refer to the Acceptable Use Policy that all children signed at the start of the academic 

year for further guidance on how they should behave online. Misuses and breaches of the 

Acceptable Use Policy will be dealt with as soon as possible in a proportionate manner in 

accordance with the policy. 

 

 
E-Safety, and Security 

 

Children must have unique and secure log ins. They will not be able to see work that has been 

posted by other children to the journal, and other children will not be able to see theirs.  

 

Work set by teacher must only be viewable by the children in their own class. 

 

It is important that children have the opportunity to communicate with their peers for their 

wellbeing while the school is closed. Therefore, facilities must be provided for children to be 

able to chat with their class peers. All comments will be approved by the class teacher before 

being submitted.  

 

Integration with other social media platforms is not required.  

 

 

Monitoring the effectiveness of this policy. 

 

Effectiveness of the provision of remote learning will be reviewed during any periods of its use at 

2 to 3 week intervals. The Headteacher and LILT will be responsible for undertaking this 

monitoring. 

 

During a school year in which there are whole school closures necessitating use of an online 

learning platform, the LILT will undertake to report on the effectiveness of this provision to the 

Governing Body within 6 weeks of the school reopening and will include data on participation 

rates.  
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SEESAW: Online platform selected for COVID-19 school closure,  

March 2020 

 

For the school closure necessitated by spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus (and associated COVID-

19 disease), Bloxham Primary school selected the Seesaw platform as representing the most 

appropriate in terms of functionality and compliance with GDPR. This application can be found 

here: 

 https://app.seesaw.me

Resources 
 

The Seesaw Class and Families apps can be downloaded on iOS, Android and Kindle Fire 

devices. Seesaw can also be accessed on the internet using a mobile device, computer or 

laptop. 

 

We understand that devices will need to be shared with members of the family. Therefore, 

where possible, teachers will ensure that pupils can respond to activities with choice. For 

example, for a comprehension activity children could either type the answers back to the class 

teacher on the Seesaw Note facility, or they could hand-write their answers in their exercise 

books and take a picture to send to the class teacher.  

 

This will allow for children to continue their leaning in the event that their access to the internet is 

interrupted for any reason. 

 

E-Safety 

 

Teachers and parents should remind children on how to act responsibly on Seesaw by following 

these simple guidelines:  

 

 

Keeping Safe on Seesaw 

 Keep your personal details private 

 Do not share your login details 

 Think before you post 

 Only use first names when posting 

 Be respectful of what other people post 

 Talk to a trusted adult if you’re worried  

 Be kind 

 

Social aspects of Seesaw 

 

It is important that children have the opportunity to communicate with their peers for their 

wellbeing while the school is closed. Therefore, facilities must be provided for children to be 

about:blank
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able to chat with one another in the Social folder that has been set up for each class. All 

comments in the class’ Social folder will be approved by the class teacher before being 

submitted.  

 

 

Safeguarding/Permissions 

Parents / carers are asked for permission before an account is made for their child. You can 

learn more about Seesaw’s privacy policy here. 

 

Staff will consider the both the Annual Safeguarding Policy and the COVID-19 arrangements for 

safeguarding and child protection at Bloxham Primary School. 

 

 

Learning 

 

Teachers will set, and mark, the work they provide through Seesaw. They will use their 

knowledge of the children’s learning and understanding when planning subsequent activities.  

 

All posts that the children submit will be approved by the class teacher before being posted to 

their journal. If the teacher deems any content inappropriate, they will not approve it for the 

journal. Each child has their own log in so they will not be able to see work that has been 

posted by other children to the journal. 

 

Any ‘Activities’ set by a teacher cannot be viewed by other children. 

 

Parent / Carer Access – Future Plan for Term 6 2020 

 

We are currently looking at setting up Parent / Carer access through email addresses via 

Seesaw Families. NB This has not yet been activated. 

 

This app allows parents /carers to see the posts that their child may be tagged in, but does not 

give them access to other children’s work.  

 

Once parents / carers have access, they should keep their password safe. If they are 

concerned that someone else has access to their child’s learning journal, they should contact 

the school immediately. 

 

Parents / carers are able to comment on their child’s work. These comments need to be 

approved by the class teacher before they will be posted to the work. If parents / carers have 

any questions or concerns about what their chid has posted, they should contact the teacher 

via the Seesaw Families app.   
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