
 

Dear Bloxham Family, 

We have a jam-packed newsletter for you this week. So much wonderful work is happening across the 

school – it is a delight to share. I’ll keep it short this week as there’s a lot for you to read – enjoy! 

Ms J Donnellan 

Interim Headteacher 

 

Key dates 

Date Event Time 

Monday 10th Oct Wear it Yellow for Mental Health Day All Day 

Tuesday 11th Oct Parent progress meetings 3:30-6pm 

Thursday 13th Oct Parent progress meetings 3:30-6pm 

Monday 17th Oct Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Church 10am 

24th to 28th Oct Half Term - 

Saturday 12th Nov Fireworks Gates Open at 5pm, Fireworks at 7pm 

 

Governor News 
The Governing Body would like to announce that we have successfully appointed a new Headteacher to 
provisionally start on 3rdJanuary 2023.  We welcome Sarah Marshall who has a wealth of experience having held 
a headteacher post for many years.  Over the coming months she will, we are sure, be coming into school not 
only to meet the staff and children but also the wider school community. 
If you have any questions or queries please can you direct them to the chair of governors Ian Broome 
(chair@bloxham-pri.oxon.sch.uk). 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 

 Year Group Best Academic Progress Values Award  

 Foundation Anna T-B & Freddie Henry & Orla  

 Year 1 Lily & Taylor Amelia & Matilda   

 Year 2 Finlay & Max Charlotte & Samuel J  

 Year 3 Henry-James & Nova-Grace  Izea & Lily  

 Year 4 Florence E & Isabella Aubreigh & Emily  

 Year 5 Edward & Oliver B Jasper & Lily H  

 Year 6 Alice & Jasper James & Sebastian  
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Golden Tickets Winners (KS2) 

 

Our special Golden Ticket Time with Ms Oatridge involves eating delicious biscuits and drinking juice. 

We talk about our reading, which books we love, which authors are our favourites and how we 

manage to fit in 5 sessions of reading each week. We also talk about our favourite reading place, 

someone this week likes reading in a tree someone said they like reading in the bath! Hopefully they 

won’t drop their book in! 

Two classes this week get extra break time on Monday as they had the most Golden Tickets out of all 

the KS2 classes. 

Remember FS and KS1 your turn will come, so keep reading with your parents/carers and get your 

reading record signed each time. This will get you into good habits ready for when you do the Golden 

Ticket Time. 

Here are this week’s winners: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming Achievements 

Classes 3B and 6A continue with their swimming and Zyah, Kai and Issabella from 6A and Oscar, Rory, 

Finlay and Izea from 3B were awarded swimming certificates this week. 

 

 

 

 

Twinkl.com 

GOLDEN TICKET WINNERS 
 Ellie S Toby K Angelina Hannah M 

 Alyssa (y5) Sofia C Ella G Issabella 

Class Winners: 3B & 4B 

THIS GOLDEN TICKET ENSURES ADMITTANCE 



Pupil Parliament 

The following children have been selected for 2022 / 2023 Pupil Parliament: 
 

Year 3  Primrose & Amber 
Year 4  Isabella R & Martha 
Year 5  Dora, Evie, Oliver B and Ewan 
Year 6  Aaliyah, Hamish, Tyler and Reese 
 
The first exciting assignment for this group will be to train as Anti-Bullying Ambassadors (through The Diana 
Award – set up in memory of the late Princess of Wales); this will take place on 8th November 2022 at Warwick 
Junior School. 
 

Home Learning 

At Bloxham C of E Primary School we recognise the vital role parents play in the education of their 
children. All evidence shows that children progress more effectively with a strong home-school 
partnership. 
 

Expectations: 
 

1. Reading for 10 to 20 minutes (20 minutes for year 5 and 6) each week.  A minimum of 5 times in a 
week please, either at weekend or school days (which allows entry to the Golden Ticket Award).  
Please sign their reading record book to confirm this has happened. 

 
2. Spellings are sent home weekly, please practise little and often – we test the children weekly. 
 
3. Times tables or number facts: again, these need to be practised little and often. Children are tested 

on these weekly too.  
 
4. We have Letter-join for your child to practise their handwriting in an engaging way at home (they 

can do this on an ipad). Research shows that joined handwriting helps with thinking and spelling. 
 
5. Maths Whizz is an extraordinary platform which is tailor made for your individual child.  The children 

love collecting virtual tokens to buy items, even a dog!  The personal tutor identifies your child’s 
unique learning needs and then delivers the ideal lesson to progress their learning.  We recommend 
a minimum of 2 x 30mins sessions per week to really get any benefit. 

 

Attendance  

We would like to introduce ourselves: we are the attendance team at Bloxham - Kim Drysdale and 
Sharon Colley.  We would like to congratulate the community on a great first week back in school: 
attendance was an impressive 98% and class 5E smashed it with 100%.  Sadly, this figure has 
dropped significantly since this time.   

Your child’s education is so important; it is the foundation to their future and, as adults, we can look 
back and reflect on how important our education was in helping us achieve our goals later in life. 

The biggest factors that are pulling attendance down are term time holidays, appointments in 
school time and late arrivals. It is really crucial that your child attends every day and is punctual – 
the impact of lost learning time through a one (or worse two-week) holiday cannot be under 
estimated. Please be aware that we will not set work for an unauthorised absence; it is not a 
reasonable expectation of our teaching staff. 



Class registers are taken as children come in at 8:45am; if your child is not present a late mark will 
be given.  If your child(ren) arrive later than 9:15am, this will be marked down as an unauthorised 
absence for the morning session. If you feel we can help in any way, please do get in touch with us 
and we will support you.  We look forward to working with you all to improve school attendance this 
year and celebrate all the pupils who are in each day and on time! 

 

Spirituality: school value of the term  

“Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who deal truthfully are His delight” 

(Proverbs 12:22).  
 

When we catch somebody in a lie, it 

changes our view of that person. The 

impact of knowing that we cannot trust 

them is far greater than the issue at 

hand…perhaps they only “fibbed” or 

maybe told a “little white lie” (the phrase 

frequently used to minimise a lack of 

honesty). 
 

Telling the truth can often be hard thing 

to do – but it is always the best thing to 

do. Lets imagine a situation in school: 

you have not learnt your weekly spellings 

and you decide to tell your teacher that 

your dog ate them, so it wasn’t your fault 

and they definitely should not make you 

repeat the test…   
 

Well, most teachers I know have an amazingly strong ability to sniff out a lie at 2 metres, so just 

tell the truth! Your teacher will appreciate it far more if you are honest and admit you did not 

set time aside to revise. Even though your teacher will not be happy about the fact this 

happened, I can assure you that they will be delighted to hear you speak the truth and will 

hold you in high esteem for being an honest person. Being decent and moral is far more 

important than being an excellent speller…however, having said that, you still must learn those 

tricky words! 
 

Lets now reflect on the greatest teacher of all: Jesus. Can you imagine Jesus ever telling lies or 

not being honest? No! The bible is a great reminder of how we should act in our everyday lives. 
The Ninth Commandment is found in Exodus 20:16: “You shall not bear false witness against 

your neighbour.” This principle includes all forms of lying.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



Quick quiz – why not discuss these situations at home?  

 
 

1. Your brother takes some chocolate from a shop without paying. He tells you he will give you some if you 

promise not to tell anybody. What do you do?   

 

2. You mum comes home from the hairdresser really excited about her new (short) cut. You really do not like 

her hair like this – are you honest and tell her? How do you also maintain our school value of respect? 
 

3. You are running down the stairs at home and accidentally knock over your mum’s favourite vase (the one 

dad bought for her) and it smashes into pieces. Do you tell her the truth or blame the cat? 

 

 

For parents of Year 6 pupils due to transfer to secondary school in September 2023, you need to 

complete and submit your online application BEFORE the closing date of 31st October 2022 at 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions.  Applying on time is likely to maximise the chance of 
your child being offered a place at one of your preferred schools. 

 

Year 4 Learning Experiences 
 

The focused Geography studies across the 

school have been in ‘full throttle’ since the start 

of the academic year and our children have 

been so enthused with their learning. In Year 4, 

they have been immersing themselves in their 

rivers learning experience. They have been 

learning about different rivers around the 

world, the journey of a river and the process of 

flooding. The children have created some 

amazing work linked to this learning and been 

using fantastic subject terminology.  

Understanding and using rich, subject-specific 

terminology is of course something we always focus on.  
 

Far from ‘resting on their laurels’, on completion of their Rivers learning, Year 4 have thrown 

themselves into their next learning experience, learning about Animals including Humans. 

Already this week, they have focused on the digestive system and been busily making junk 

models of the digestive system, to illustrate their understanding! How fabulous do they look? 
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MX Academy Workshop 

On Friday we welcomed Mike Mullen, six-time BMX Half-pipe Champion 

and former World Master Half-Pipe champion to our school.  He came to 

demonstrate some skills and tricks to the whole school in the morning 

(including a jump over three of our teaching staff!).  The main focus of his 

talk was on growth mindset and keeping the ‘I can’t’ door shut.  Learning 

from failures which he called ‘Flearning’.  Teachers have even commented 

about how children have used his motivation in their 

learning / flearning this morning.  The rest of the day he 

spent with Year 6 children running workshops. 

This week the children in KS2 have been able to try out the newly installed outdoor gym equipment, 

and have been really excited to have a go.  They were taught how to use the equipment safely during 

PE lessons and have been able to ‘work out’ during lunch times.  We hope this encourages children to 

be active.  

Please note that children are not insured to use either the gym equipment or the trip trail before and 

after school, this is only for use during supervised times. 

 

We continue to be grateful to the team at Bloxham School as this free of charge enrichment is truly a 

generous gift and we cannot thank them enough for the superb opportunities they are providing for our 

pupils.  If for any reason your child decides they don’t wish to take part in a club that they have been 

allocated, do please let us know as there is a waiting list for each club (particularly Sport, Art and 

Animal Clubs). 



 

Year 2 
 

Year 2 have been working incredibly hard on their presentation in 

their books. They have developed better understanding of place 

value and begun to solve some simple word problems. We have also 

been enjoying learning about each of the 

continents. The children have shared their 

own facts as well as learned lots of new ones!  

  

 

 

Foundation Stage 
 

 

 

Foundation Stage has also been working very hard with 

their number work. The children have been sorting 

pictures and objects into groups that represent 

numbers 1, 2 or 3.  
  

 

 

 

 

 


