
 

Dear Bloxham Family, 

 
We had a particularly challenging week last week – it’s that time of year when the flu (and such like) is 
doing the rounds and we’ve had a high amount of staff absence. I’d like to take this opportunity to 

thank the amazing team at the school who have really rallied round to support each other. Many, 
many colleagues went above and beyond to ensure the smooth running of the school, stepping 

outside their usual roles to support on playground duty or wrap-around care. It is very much 
appreciated and I know many colleagues probably should have been at home but dragged 

themselves in (with tissues, lemsip and a smile)! 
 
From an academic point of view, Maths Whizz has really taken off and I was delighted to learn today 

that we were one of the top schools in the UK for usage and progress last week! Lets aim to be NUMBER 

ONE this time next week please! Can I thank all those parents/carers who are listening to their child 

read each afternoon or evening (or even morning!) – just 10 minutes (even 5) makes a significant 

difference. If you are struggling to fit this in (we do understand this can be a challenge), please speak 
to your child’s teacher. We can work together. 

 
Please don’t forget to purchase your tickets for the Fireworks on Saturday 12th November – it is a 

Bloxham tradition that always proves to be a wonderful night out. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful week ahead, 

 
Ms J Donnellan 

Interim Headteacher 
 

Key dates 

Date Event Time 

Tue 8th-Thurs 10th Nov Poppy Selling during breaks 10:40-11am 

Friday 11th Nov 2-minute silence for Remembrance Day 11am 

Saturday 12th Nov Fireworks (at 7pm) Gates Open at 5:30pm 

Monday 14th Nov Odd Sock Day During school Hours 

Monday 14th Nov School Photos (portraits) During school Hours 

Friday 18th Nov Wear Pyjamas to school for Children In Need During school Hours 

Thursday 8th Dec Christmas Jumper Day During school Hours 

Friday 9th Dec Hollywood and Hotdogs After school 

Friday 16th Dec Christmas Holidays start at 3:15pm! Normal School Day 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

 Year Group Best Academic Progress Values Award  

 Foundation Alice & Marnie Frankie S & Kayland  

 Year 1 Barney & Jackson Isla & William  

 Year 2 Leo & Nancy-Rae Emma & Maisy  

 Year 3 Georgia & Santiago Finley & Ryan  

 Year 4 Juliette & Louie W Nevaeh & Seren   

 Year 5 Ashton & Sienna Ashllyn & Rafferty  

 Year 6 Ella & Henry Aisha & Issabella  
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Golden Tickets Winners (KS2) 

Last week we launched our Golden Ticket scheme to encourage children to read regularly.  If your 
child reads at home every day, (once over the weekend) and gets their reading record signed their 
‘Golden Ticket’ gets entered into a draw.  Here are this week’s winners: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Swimming 

Classes 3B continue with their swimming and 6L started their swimming lessons this week.  Olivia, 

Alexander, Harvey, Alfie-Lee and Georgia from 3B were awarded swimming certificates this week. 
 

TimesTables Rockstars 

Well done to these children that have been working hard on improving their accuracy on TT Rockstars 

this week.  Samuel M Y2, James Y2, Yuvraj Y3 
As a school we have managed to complete 75 minutes on TT Rockstars this week.  If everyone did 5 
minutes a week we could make this 1500 minutes!  Wow, that would be amazing! 
 

Maths Whizz 

 

 

 

Our Maths Whizzards have had an OUTSTANDING week (last week), racking up over 229 hours of 

Whizzing and a total of 1,167 progressions – this placed us as one of the top schools for usage and 

progress in the UK!  Our school target is for every child to work towards securing three progressions each 

week. 

 

Current Maths Whizz statistics (last 7 days) 

GOLDEN TICKET WINNERS 
 Finn C Zach W Dylan H Isabella R 
 Evie D Ella R Oscar R Ella G 

Class Winners: 4B 

THIS GOLDEN TICKET ENSURES ADMITTANCE 



 

Category 1st place 2nd place 3rd place 
Best weekly usage 3B (65 mins average) 4H (64 mins average – so close!) 5B & 3WH (54 mins average)  

Best weekly progressions 3B (6.9 progressions) 3WH (5.6 progressions) 4H (5.4 progressions) 

 

Class Highest user Highest progression Highest math’s age 

FS Frederick Frederick Penny A 

FB Anna R Alice B Anna T 

1S Evey C Evey C Matilda G 

1T Amelia H Amelia H Timothy R 

2A Gabriel Emily B Lydia M 

2J George M Sebastian (26!!) Betty 

3B Olivia B Georgia H (33!!) Henry P 

3WH Yuvraj M Yuvraj M (25!!) Isobel B 

4B Harry H Harry H Harry H 

4H Isabella R Maria B (19) Aubreigh G 

5B Isabella C Isabella C (13) Dorothea T 

5E Ewan F Ewan F (22) Poppy B 

6L Indi R Amie C Alice H 

6A Tyler H Jasper H (17) Rodd J 

 
Please note that should you run into any technical difficulties when using Maths 

Whizz, they offer a Live Chat support service which you can find by navigating 
to the 'Whizz Assist' logo at the bottom left of the screen once logged in. We will 

soon be offering parents/carers a free online session (hosted by the Maths 

Whizz team) letting you know in more detail how powerful the resource is. 

Watch this space for details. 
 

Reading 

 

 

Pupil Parliament 

This week, members of our Pupil Parliament will be selling a selection of Poppy products in 

the playground during break time Tuesday-Thursday, raising money for the Poppy Appeal 

(Royal British Legion).  Items include, standard poppies, metal poppy pins, poppy pencils, 

pencil sharpeners, erasers and rulers and poppy crosses.  Please send in a cash donation if you wish 

your child to purchase something.  We will be doing the minutes silence with the children as a whole 

school at 11am on the playground. 

 

Children in Need is on Friday 18th November.  We will be raising money for this with a “Pyjama and 

Teddy” day.  If you don’t have pyjamas, then please wear lounge wear i.e. joggers.  The teddy must fit 

in the school bag.  Donations for this will be cash on the day so that we can pay in directly to the 

charity. 



 

Key Stage Two 

Last week, all children in the school have been 

learning about e-safety: how to keep themselves safe 

online and what to do in the event of feeling unsafe. 

 

We have been busy exploring different scenarios with 

Learning Partners and discussing what the best 

course of action would be in the event of seeing 

something inappropriate online or in the event of 

cyberbullying. 

 

We have also learnt about the key symbols to look 

out for to determine whether or not a website is safe 

to use.  We know we need to be SMART online! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazing pupil achievements 

 

Sporting success 

Last year, Coaches from Oxford United in the Community 

ran PE Coaching sessions, as well as Reading and Nurture 

sessions for small groups. 

 

Premier League Primary Stars Programme was 

celebrating its 5th anniversary and took the opportunity to 

recognise the impact the program has had on pupils and 

teachers in schools across England and Wales. 

 

William was nominated for this in recognition of the 

confidence gained and his positive attitude towards PE as a result of the programme. WELL DONE 

YOUNG MAN! 

 

 

 



 

 

Poetry perfection 

Hannah in year 4 wrote this frightening poem about spiders (in fact, she was awarded an Achievement 

Certificate for this in a Friday Celebration Assembly a few weeks ago and if you dare to read on you’ll 

be able to see why!) – she kindly shared this with me last week and I just have to share it more widely as 

it is so amazing (NB: DO NOT read if you have a fear of our 8-legged friends – it’s sure to give you 

nightmares!) 

 

 
 
 
Spiders 
Pitch-black furry feet, scattering around the earth underground. 

In the house, around the garden, won’t stop running around. 

Making tunnels everywhere in the muddiest of places, 

Little teeth sharp and white, little furry faces, 

Jumping out on Halloween, with a full moon 

Chasing them everywhere, they really make you zoom. 

By Hannah, age 8 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental excellence 

 
 
 

 
We were very impressed to learn that Emma (in year 2) was so inspired by a book 

she read (“Old Enough to Change the Planet”) that she organised a team (i.e. 
her family!) to make a real difference to her local area. Emma asked her mum to 
contact the local council for resources, which they kindly donated (litter pickers 

and bags) and Emma and family set out to clean the streets of Banbury and her 
local park (even sorting litter into that which can be recycled and that which 

cannot!). Her family plan to litter pick by Bloxham CE Primary soon…..we’ll share 
the date so more families can join in and help. Do we have a budding Greta 

Thunberg in our midst? WELL DONE EMMA – WHAT A SUPERSTAR! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
We warmly invite prospective parents and children who are due to start school in September 2023 to 

our open days at Bloxham CofE Primary School. Do spread the word and let your friends and family 
know, who may not be part of our community yet. 

 

 
• Wednesday 23rd November 2022    09:30 – 10:30 

• Wednesday 30th November 2022    13:30 – 14:30 
• Wednesday 7th December 2022    16:00 – 18:00 

 

 
Any questions regarding visiting, please contact the school office via 01295 

720224 or office.3064@bloxham-pri.oxon.sch.uk 
 

We very much look forward to meeting you! 
 

 

  

Foundation Stage 2023 Open 

Days 
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Sunningwell School of Art 

Sunningwell School of Art is not as well known in the 

area as other after school class providers for young 

people, but we are not like other providers. We are a 

unique place for young people to develop their 

imaginations and creativity.  With three bespoke 

studios in an atmospheric Victorian school house in 

the idyllic village of Sunningwell, just off the A34, 

near Abingdon, we offer something very special.  Our 

after-school classes (4.30pm to 6pm) are run by 

professional artists and art teachers and priced 

competitively at £176 per 10-week term. We also 

offer bursaries to young people from disadvantaged 

backgrounds as we would like to have a wider range 

of students come to enjoy classes here. 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL FUNDRAISING! 

Warwickshire Christmas Trees is a family run Christmas tree farm 
near Shenington on the Warwickshire/ Oxfordshire border. 
 
They are back once again for the 4th year with the 10% schools’ 
scheme!  If parents from our school purchase a Christmas tree 
from them, they will donate 10% of the proceeds to the school for 
our own projects. All you need to do is mention the name of their 
child’s school at the checkout. 
 
Please drop the office an email if you do purchase a tree from 
them and please don’t forget to mention us! 
 
For more details and directions to the farm see our website: 
https://www.warwickshirechristmastrees.co.uk/school-charities/ 
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