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Dear Bloxham Family, 

 

I am delighted to have joined you as Headteacher and have enjoyed meeting 

some of you already on the gate before and after school.  Thank you for the 

welcome I have received from governors, staff, parents and pupils; I look forward 

to getting to know you all better as time progresses.  Even in the short time I have 

been at Bloxham, it has been evident to me how happy our pupils are and how 

much our staff care about them.  Bloxham has so many strengths and I feel 

privileged to have been chosen to lead the school on the next stage of its 

journey. 

 

I understand the disappointment of staff, parents and governors that the outcome of the recent 

inspection was that the school requires improvement and although a number of the areas identified for 

improvement had already been incorporated into our development plan and were being worked 

upon, we do not use this as an excuse for the result. 

 

As a parent myself I understand the importance of being able to have trust in us as a school and I 

would wish to reassure you all of my determination and commitment to work with the school team to 

ensure Bloxham CE Primary is returned to a status of at least good.  Now is the time for us to look 

forward and work together, to build on our strengths and to address the areas for improvement and I 

hope that you as parents will continue to support us with this aim. 

 

 

Sarah Marshall 

Headteacher 

 

Key Dates 

Date Event Time 

Mon 5th Dec F1S & F1B Theatre Trip: Stick Man During School Hours 

Wed 7th Dec Foundation Stage Open Day (for prospective parents) 

CANCELLED 

4pm-6pm 

Thurs 8th Dec Christmas Jumper Day (£1 suggested donation) & Christmas 

Lunch  (more information on page 7) 

During school Hours 

Fri 9th Dec PFSU Nativity (F1B & F1S) 2 tickets per child – please book via 

our main office 

10am and 2:15pm 

Hollywood & Hotdogs (more information on page 6) 3:30pm-5:30pm 

Tue 13th Dec KS2 Christmas Service at St Mary’s Church 10am 

Wed 14th Dec KS1 Christmas Service at St Mary’s Church 10am 

Fri 16th Dec Christmas Holidays start at 3:15pm Normal School Day 

Wed 4th Jan First Day of new term 8:45am 

Sat 15th Jan Closing Date for new applications for primary schools 

(September 2023 cohort) 
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STARS OF THE WEEK 

 Year Group Best Academic Progress Values Award  

 Foundation Amari & Arthur M Annabel & Frankie W  

 Year 1 Peyo & Sebastian Freddie & Milena  

 Year 2 Aisling & Henri Felix & Tilly-Ann  

 Year 3 Mark K & William R Florence & Mia A  

 Year 4 Archie & Haleema Maisey & Grace  

 Year 5 Joaby, Mason W & Poppy B Isabella & Tremayne  

 Year 6 Kai & Oliver M Archie A & Neve  

 

 

 

Golden Tickets Winners (KS2) 

 

Our Golden Ticket scheme to encourage children to read regularly.  If your child reads at home every 

day, (once over the weekend) and gets their reading record signed their ‘Golden Ticket’ gets entered 

into a draw.  Here are this week’s winners: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swimming 

 

Classes 3B and 6L continue with their swimming and Khidar, Eddie, Aaliya, Seb, Hamish and Henry from 

6L and Noah, Sadie, Tom, Genesis, Amber and Harley from 3B were awarded swimming certificates this 

week. 

 

  

Twinkl.com 

GOLDEN TICKET WINNERS 
 Adam L Archie A Sofia C Ewan 

 Freddie M Carly Isobel B Olivia B 

Class Winners: 5B (again!) 

THIS GOLDEN TICKET ENSURES ADMITTANCE 
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DodgeBall 

 

Last Thursday some Year 4 children attended the Dodge Ball festival at the Warriner School, where they 

played mini matches of Dodge ball against other schools in our partnership.  They learnt that the values 

of this festival were about having fun, taking part and learning something new.  Here are some quotes 

from our children: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done Year4! You were amazing! 

 
 

TimesTables Rockstars 

 

Well done to these children that have been working hard on improving their accuracy on TT Rockstars 

this week:  Santiago, Leo S and Nova-Grace. 

 

Maths Whizz 

 

Last 7 days 23rd Nov  

Category  1st Place  2nd Place  3rd Place  

Best Weekly Usage – 
average per child  

5B 92 minutes  3WH 54 minutes  2J 45 minutes  

Best Weekly Progressions – 
average per child  

3WH 6.3 progressions  2J 4.8 progressions  5B 4.7 progressions  

Timestable Rockstars   
Improvement in Accuracy  

Santiago G Y3  Leo S 2A  Nova-Grace L Y3  
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Last 7 days 23rd Nov   

  

Class  Highest User  Highest 
Progressions  

F1B  Eliza M  Eliza M  

F1S  Rory N  Freddie P  

1SR  Arthur P  Arthur P (22)  

1TR  Amelia H  Cahira S (10)  

2A  Seth K  Toby G (19)  

2J  Sebastian   Dougie N (43)  

3B  Olivia B  Alfie-Lee F (18)  

3WH  Mark K  Yuvraj M (28)  

4B  Alarna P  Alarna P (10)  

4H  Marlin S  Harry M (11)  

5B  Leyton G  Isabella C (26)  

5E  Oliver B  Oliver B  

6A  Olivia S  Susanna C  

6L  Matteo F  Matteo F (21)  

 

Well done this week to 5B with the top average weekly usage for the second week running and 3WH 

with the top average progressions.  As a school this week we have managed 1230 which is 29 more 

than last week. It is great to see so many different pupils making amazing progress on Maths Whizz. 

 

Faith Focus 
 

As our term draws to a close, we all have much to reflect upon. Everyone amongst us has achieved 

something new or substantial and for that, we are proud. Congratulations Everyone! 
 

The children and staff are enjoying the journey to Christmas and have been practicing for their 

Christmas Services to be held at St Mary’s next week.  The Christmas tree (kindly donated by Tudor Hall 

School) is in full splendour in the Hall. The theme of today’s Collective Worship is ‘The Nativity’.  More on 

that in a moment.  
 

The next block of RE teaching is about to start within Year Groups. Big Questions such as: 

’If you gave the baby Jesus a present, what would it be?’ 

Alternatively, 

‘Has the true meaning of Christmas been lost?’ 

Or, 

‘How significant was it that Mary was Jesus’ mother?’ 

When were you last chosen to do an important job? 

These are some of the questions that will be posed and considered in class over the next fortnight. 
 

We were privileged to welcome Reverend Alison Richardson last Monday for Collective Worship. She 

gave us a warm and informative insight into Advent and the Birth of Christ.  Using a Birthday candle that 

would not extinguish, she illustrated clearly that we celebrate a Birthday – Jesus’ Birthday on Christmas 

Day and the light of Jesus will never be extinguished for those who believe in him. 
 

Pastor Mike Tydeman will lead us in Collective Worship today and will unveil the Nativity scene, put 

together by the Student Faith Leadership Team.  Nativity Scenes are all around to be seen and enjoyed 

this year.  They can be found on cards and books, in shopping arcades, in windows of homes, outside 

churches and Village Halls.  Have you seen any and if so where? What did you like about what you saw 

and do you have a question or comment to share? What is the most significant part of the Nativity for 

you and why? 
 

Claire Swan, Faith Leader.  
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Starting Primary School in September 

 

Parents and carers of children born between 1st September 2018 and 31st August 2019 (inclusive) need 

to apply for a place at primary school for their children now. 

 

The closing date for applications is 15th January 2023. 

 

You must still apply even if your child already attends a nursery attached to the school.  Apply online at: 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions 

 

Late applications received after 15th January are likely to be less successful in obtaining a place at a 

preferred school. 

 

Goodbye Mrs Colley 

 

Mrs Sharon Colley, who has worked at the school for over 20 years, retired last week. While this is great 

news for Sharon and her family, she will be greatly missed across the school. Many community members 

will know Sharon from her days as our school receptionist; in later years she progressed to doing a 

variety of key administrative tasks “behind the scenes”. Sharon is best known for her warm smile, friendly 

persona and her amazing wardrobe! Her service to the school will not be forgotten and we thank her 

profusely for the commitment, dedication and care she gave day in, day out. Enjoy your retirement 

Sharon; we cannot think of anybody who deserves the rest like you do. 

 

Goodbye Mrs Thompson 

 

Mrs Diana Thompson is sadly stepping down from our Governing Body this month. Diana has served as a 

governor for 16 years, joining the school community a few years after Sharon Colley started (see 

above). She has been a very active governor, always willing 

to support a school trip or come in and listen to pupils read, 

on top of her governance responsibilities. In addition, Diana 

initiated the “Full Circle” Monday lunchtime club, which 

enables Bloxham pupils and retired community members to 

meet, talk and learn from one another. Thankfully, Diana will 

still volunteer in the school, so we’ll still see her regularly. 

Much like Sharon Colley, Diana is known for her good 

humour, her warmth and her care. A huge “thank you” 

goes out to Mrs Thompson for her incredible service. 

 

 

Staff Vacancies 

 

The following vacancies are “live” – please apply via application form on our website. 

 

SCHOOL RECEPTIONIST – full time (08:30-16:00 daily) 

 

TEACHING ASSISTANT (1 TO 1) – full time (08:45 – 16:00 daily) 

 

  

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions
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Pupil Achievements 

 

A number of children have took part in the Santa Fun Run raising money for Katherine House Hospice at 

the weekend.  Well done to everyone who took part.  We will be doing our own Santa Fun run for 

Katherine House Hospice at school next week. 

 

Alfie and his dog participated and came in second place in their run. 

 

Bella and Eliza in also participated in the 5km 

Santa run and completed it in 40 minutes 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For children coming to this event, please feel free to bring comfy clothes 

to change into if they wish to do so. 
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SCHOOL FUNDRAISING! 

Warwickshire Christmas Trees is a family run Christmas tree farm 
near Shenington on the Warwickshire/ Oxfordshire border. 
 
They are back once again for the 4th year with the 10% schools 
scheme!  If parents from our school purchase a Christmas tree 
from them, they will donate 10% of the proceeds to the school for 
our own projects. 
 
All you need to do is mention the name of their child’s school at the 
checkout. 
For more details and directions to the farm see our website: 
https://www.warwickshirechristmastrees.co.uk/school-charities/ 

 

 

https://cts.vrmailer1.com/click?sk=ah0IB2JghjBIv6itQAN4F5JCBJTtlOWEv1SaflRyj2R8=/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2Fyd2lja3NoaXJlY2hyaXN0bWFzdHJlZXMuY28udWsvZnVuZGluZy1mb3IteW91ci1zY2hvb2wv/V8FvqEKpwzejhRYPD4YFrw==&merge_field_type=(?x-mi:(?%3C=href=)%5b%5Cs%5d*%5b%27%22%5d(?%3Curl%3E%5b%5E%7B%22%5d.+?)%5b%22%5d)&href_id_source=vr2-href-id-source-2
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